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These booklets 
were written, 
designed and 
published by 

UCD Students’ 
Union. 

We are Your 
Students’ 

Union.

ABOUT 
US

Each year we receive €28 per each 
member from the Government. We 
were founded to fight for a fair and 
affordable education system and 
to make that system accountable 
to students. This means students 
have a say on course content, exam 
regulations, disciplinary 
regulations and how the 
University spends its money. It 
also means fighting for a 
university that is accessible 
for all regardless of background 
as well as standing up for the 
rights of students when they are 
here. Therefore, we campaign for 
things like access to abortion, 
immigration status and marriage 
equality. 

We made these guides to ‘Winging 
it’ in UCD, so you don’t get ripped 
off. We want you to excel in all 
aspects of life, not just in your 
grades. We’re fighting historic 
cuts to education that have made 
this place so expensive.  But in 
the meantime, read this to avoid 
losing an arm and a leg - to a 
university that’s being run more 
and more like a soulless 
corporation.

       WE ARE YOUR 
STUDENTS’ UNION.
WE MADE THESE 
GUIDES TO 
‘WINGING IT’ IN 
UCD, SO YOU DON’T 
GET RIPPED OFF. 
WE WANT YOU TO 
EXCEL IN ALL 
ASPECTS OF LIFE, 
NOT JUST IN YOUR 
GRADES. 

INTRODUCTION
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Molly Greenough 
Welfare Officer 

molly.greenough@ucdsu.ie 

Hey there, my name is Molly 
Greenough and I’m your Welfare 
Officer! I’m 22 years old and 
originally from Boston, Massachu-
setts. I’ve spent the past four 
years in Dublin and just finished 
up my final year of Law with Social 
Justice. 

The SU has been a constant fixture 
in my life during my time in UCD, 
sparking my passion for student 
representation and activism. The 
four main areas I want to focus 
on this year are: mental health, 
housing, harm reduction, and 
sexual health and wellbeing. 

As well, I will dedicate myself to 
casework and being an 
approachable, compassionate, and 
an understanding first point of 
contact for any student in need 
- whether you’re facing mental 
health, financial, physical or 
sexual health difficulties. 
Please get in touch with any 
issues, we’re all here to 
support you

Ruairí Power 
President 

ruairi.power@ucdsu.ie 
 

Howdy, 

My name is Ruairí and I’m your Stu-
dents’ Union President. I’m a psy-
chology undergrad student from 
Clarecastle in Co. Clare. 

I got involved in the Students’ 
Union for the first time in 2020 
during the protests against rent 
increases on campus. I was the 
Welfare Officer for the last year 
and am pure buzzed to be 
sticking around for another as 
President. 

My main focus for the year is 
working to tackle the rampant 
commercialisation of the higher 
education sector so we can 
create a more accessible, 
affordable and welcoming 
UCD. If there’s something 
you would like the SU to 
work on this year,
we’d love to hear from you.  

BIOS
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Carla Gummerson
Graduate Officer 

carla.gummerson@ucdsu.ie 

Hi everyone, 

My name is Carla Gummerson, I am 
33 and I am from Wicklow. I have a 
bachelor’s in social science and a 
master’s degree in public policy. I 
was the Auditor of the Mature 
Student Society for two years, 
during which I had the ability to 
gain great skills but most 
importantly I made some great 
friends. For the past year I have 
been your Graduate Officer and I am 
very thankful to have another year 
of helping and supporting UCD 
students. 

I will be putting on events for 
postgraduate students, support them 
with various academic issues, and I 
will be providing a PhD 
Conference Fund. I am very excited 
about the year ahead. I cannot wait 
to reach out to 
students to guide and empower them 
during the year. If you ever need 
support or would like to see your 
graduate officer doing something 
specific like an event or campaign, 
please reach out by email. 

 

Sarah Michalek
Entertainments Officer 
 
sarah.michalek@ucdsu.ie 
Instagram: @the_entstagram 
 
Hey everyone! 

I’m Sarah and I’m your 
Entertainments or Ents Officer. 
It’ll be my aim to bring back the 
craic on campus (as restrictions 
on in-person activities ease!), 
with lots of acts, workshops, 
nights out and plenty of events. 
Charities will be another big 
focus. This year we will be 
supporting Empower the Family 
through the volunteer 
programme we set up with them last 
year and through fundraising. 

If you’re interested in getting 
involved in Ents (being at the 
heart of helping out with events!) 
or want to know more about it, 
don’t hesitate to pop me an email 
at sarah.michalek@ucdsu.ie or send 
me a DM on Instagram 
@the_entstagram! 
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Darryl Horan 
Campaigns and Engagement Officer 

darryl.horan@ucdsu.ie 

Hi All, 

I’m Darryl Horan and I’m your 
incoming 
Campaigns & Engagement Officer. 

A bit about myself, I’m 23, from 
Laois and just finishing up a 
Masters in Global History. I am no 
stranger to campaigning, I’ve been 
involved in take back the city, the 
climate strike protests of 2020 and 
more recently anti-racism 
initiatives like Unite Against 
Racism and Le Chéile. 

As your Campaigns officer I want to 
help rebuild student activism. 

This will mean getting back out to 
students and running on the ground 
campaigns. Let’s build 
student power and I hope 
to see you there! 

Aoife Bracken
Education Officer 

aoife.bracken@ucdsu.ie 

My name is Aoife Bracken and I am your 
Education Officer.  I completed my 
undergraduate in Politics and International 
Relations this year. 

During my time in UCD I’ve been a Class Rep, 
an OCM and Auditor of the Politics and 
International Relations Society, and I’ve 
been a volunteer with UCD Volunteers Overseas.   

I was also lucky enough to get through 
half of my Erasmus+ year in Cologne, 
Germany before COVID-19 pushed everything 
online. As your Education Officer I will 
be a helping hand for students who need 
advice and assistance on academic issues.
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LETTER FROM DARRYL 

WHAT’S A STUDENTS’ 
UNION ANYWAYS?

WHAT DO WE DO?

Collectively we are often at sev-
eral things at once; we provide 
student support throughout their 
educational experience with our 
education officer Aoife, e.g., 
helping with exam supports, 
advice on navigating UCD and 
signposting students to get all 
issues resolved. Our Welfare 
officer Molly is here to help you 
with all thing’s welfare wise; she 
can post one of our very generous 
welfare care packages - full to 
the brim with condoms, tampons, 
lubricant or almost anything a 
student needs to ensure a safe 
college experience. Carla, our 
ever-capable graduate officer, is 
here to support you both on the 
education and welfare side, but 
just for you graduate students!

On the fun side, you have Sarah 
and Darryl. Sarah is our Ents 
Officer, any event you want the SU 
to run - Sarah’s your person, and 
she’s looking forward to a year 

of on-site, online and off-campus events to 
keep students busy and entertained. Darryl 
is the resident agitator and Campaigns Of-
ficer. If there are any campaign or burning 
issues you are passionate about; Darryl will 
make sure your voice will be heard. Lastly, 
there’s our Students’ Union President Ru-
airí. Ruairí brings the team together and 
ensures that university management, the 
government, or any other stakeholder knows 
the concerns of UCD students.

We offer a range of services, and we hope 
you’ll take us up on them. We print off your 
Student Leap Cards in our corridor in the old 
student centre. You can book appointments 
with the Sabbatical Officers on the website, 
drop us an email, or call in during our office 
hours. We are there for you no matter the 
issue e.g., plagiarism or residential hear-
ings; we provide advice and can be the backup 
you need. Accommodation supports? Several 
of our officers have threshold training and 
want to help. Campaigns or Lobbying? Our 
Campaigns Officer has a wealth of campaigning 
experience and would be delighted to help 
you achieve your aims.

A Students’ Union, much like a 
traditional union are groups of 
people who come together to fight 
for better conditions and rights 
for every member that makes up 
the union. The good news – you’re 
already a member! UCDSU is made 
up of over 30,000 students; you 
become a member automatically 
when you enter UCD as a student. 
In the UCDSU office, there are six 
sabbatical officers that any 
student can reach out to for help. 
There are also class reps, 

campaign coordinators, ents officers and 
college officers that help the students with 
UCD life.

As a Student’s Union, our goal is to empower 
you. Through our executive, the union 
represents students on boards and committee 
meetings, we stand up for the rights of 
every student, we campaign for fair 
treatment of students and staff, and on a 
day-to-day level, we support you in a host 
of areas. We are only as strong as you make 
us; the more you get involved, the more 
seriously we are taken as an organisation.

As your Campaigns & Engagement Officer, I want your voice to be heard and for 
your experience in UCD to be as close to perfect as is possible. Campaigns 
have been vital to life at UCD, access to abortion materials especially, 
this coming year I want this proud tradition of a fighting Students’ Union 
to not only continue but get bigger and more imaginative.

Keep this booklet handy, along with the others that will be published 
throughout the year, these will guide you through the experience that is 
student life at UCD. College can be difficult at times, but getting the 
support and advice you need shouldn’t be!
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UCDSU & YOUR REPRODUCTIVE 

The SU has been defending your reproductive rights from State 
oppression for nearly 45 years. The very first year we were set 
up, there was a virtual State ban on condoms. Back in 1975 you 
couldn’t get them without a prescription. So, we paid £170 
for Ireland’s first ever condom machine. 50p for a 4 pack and 
no genital herpes. We had it up in Belfield a week before the 
university stole it off us... So, we bought another one. If 
it sounds crazy that condoms were illegal, remember this was 
an Ireland where getting divorce and being gay were illegal 
activities; We’ve erred on the right side of history for 
decades. When the act of sodomy was a crime, we fought for LGBT 
rights and rallied behind UCD Gay Soc. When you couldn’t even 
talk about abortion, when it was a crime to tell people where 
to get one in the UK, we published a list of clinics overseas 
and fought the 8th amendment all the way to the Supreme Court.

For over 40 years, we’ve backed up the votes of UCD students 
by telling the State and others to stop policing our 
reproductive rights. Today we still give out free condoms 
from our offices, we still campaign for abortion rights and 
we’ve started fighting for PrEP to be licensed by the HSE. Ever 
since being set up, we’ve campaigned for your liberty to have 
or NOT have sex with whoever you want, without risk of crisis 
pregnancy, STIs or getting locked up. If ever you feel like 
the State or any member of this college is crossing the line 
with your sex life or your sexuality, then please come to us 
for representation. 

UCDSU AND ABORTION

In 1983, a woman named Sheila Hodgers died because a hospital 
refused to treat her cancers when they found out she was 
pregnant. This tragic event, rather than sparking a more 
compassionate and understanding attitude in people, instead 
lead to the referendum on the 8th Amendment. This amendment 
put the life of the foetus on par with the life of the mother. 
The students of UCD passed a mandate for the SU to provide 
abortion information to women back in 1988. On foot of this came 
the SPUC v Coogan case, where the Society for the Protection 
of the Unborn Child sued 8 officers of UCDSU for providing this
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UCDSU ACTIVISM & 
HISTORY

info. Not unlike the times when we got in trouble for providing 
illegal contraceptives back in the day, we continued providing 
the information, which lead to a protracted legal argument that 
all first-year law students now learn about. Although we received 
serious legal opposition, we were also supported by a lot of 
people. We got letters of support from Trinity SU, Cambridge SU, 
USI, NCAD and the Abortion Information Campaign. We knew that there 
were plenty of people who wanted us to keep the fight going, so we 
never gave up, and never stopped the fight for bodily autonomy. 

The Students’ Union is not just made up of raving lunatics and 
political cowboys. It’s not all lock-ins, legal battles, 
presidential impeachments and loitering around Leinster House. 
Your SU does so much work on campus that affects the lives of every 
individual student in a much more direct way. Your six elected 
Sabbatical Officers work full-time to represent you at university 
level and are here to support you in every aspect of your college 
life. “The SU serves and supports all UCD students by providing a 
voice and space for them to enhance their college experience. The 
SU is student-led and continuously adapts to the evolving needs 
of the student body.” our efforts. Repealing the 8th amendment 
was our Everest, and we were always going to reach the summit. We 
covered up graphic imagery so that people weren’t traumatised on 
their way into college; we designed posters that were so acclaimed 
that Together for Yes groups from all around the country wanted 
to use them; we registered hundreds of students to vote. Through 
all the spiteful words and hateful comments that the No side threw 
our way during the campaign, we provided a safe space for 
students to talk to our Welfare Officer about their own experiences 
of abortion. And when the result was announced on the 26th of May 
2018, we celebrated with the best of them.

That’s our mission statement, but what does that really mean for 
you? At the end of the day, it means that we’re here for you. Be 
it organising nights out and gigs, fundraising for charities 
that benefit our student body, representing you in academic and 
disciplinary hearings and supporting our amazing volunteers, 
Class Reps and activists as they fight for great causes. The SU is 
yours to shape how you see fit through your Class Reps and College 
Officers. Bop along to Council on Monday nights in the Fitzgerald 
Chamber and be part of the action – it’s like a Dáil debate, except 
they all know what they’re talking about, and nobody advocates 
for drink driving.

REFERENDUM 2018
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BE PART OF THE MADNESS

SO, HOW IS THE SU STRUCTURED?

WHO CAN BE A CLASS REP?

You’ve heard the suss, you’ve seen the absolute chaos, now it’s your 
turn to get involved and do some damage with UCDSU. Getting involved in 
activities outside your college hours is what university is all about 
and makes a real difference when it comes time to graduate.

The SU is run by six full time Sabbatical Officers and nine part-time 
College Officers each year. Together they are known as the Executive. 
Alongside them are the Class Reps, who are elected by their peers to 
represent different courses, schools, and stages across the UCD 
student journey.

In short, if you’re a UCD student, you can run and you can vote - all 
students can! This is your Union and you have the right to have your 
voice heard, by running for election yourself, or by voting, or both! 
Having registered at UCD, you are now automatically a member of UCD 
Students’ Union. Every student studying an undergraduate or post 
graduate degree, diploma or PhD can run for Class Rep; you do not need 
to have any prior experience to run for a SU role.  

GET INVOLVED

WHAT IS SU COUNCIL?

Every September, each class elects their reps who sit on SU Council 
held every two weeks during term time. Council is where all the big 
decisions are made and comprises of Class Reps, College Officers, Cam-
paign Coordinators, Entertainments Reps and Sabbatical Officers. Any one 
of them can bring forward a motion which gets voted and can be rejected, 
amended or passed, and added to our policy book. This can include things 
like pushing for more recycling bins on campus, requiring the Welfare 
Officer to provide free pregnancy tests and campaigning on things like 
marriage equality, abortion rights and safe drug consumption; council 
is your chance to tell us what you want and to work with us to achieve 
it. You can find out more on how council works, our constitution and 
policy book at - https://www.ucdsu.ie/union-council 

CAMPAIGNS FORUM

ENTS FORUM

Alongside our class reps every year UCDSU elects nine campaign 
coordinators. Love to protest and be active with everything from housing, 
mental health, gender equality, drug legalization and the environment? 
This is the place for you. The current roles are LGBTQ+, Gender Equality, 
Mental Health, Disability, International, Residences, Mature Students, 
Diversity and Inclusion, and Environmental. Each Campaign Coordinator 
assembles a crew and works with the Campaigns and Engagement Officer to 
campaign on issues relating to your role.

The Ents Forum is a team of people working to create the best events 
possible for all students throughout the year, alongside the 
Entertainments Officer. It consists of 6 positions. The first is the
Production Officer. They’re in charge of helping run all the events put 
on (online/ livestreaming/ adapting to how we’ll put on events 
safely!). Promotions Officer - In charge of promoting all events 
happening throughout the year, both on the Entstagram (@the_entstagram 
on instagram; the SU events page basically!). First Year Promotions 
Officer - aimed at all new first years! Non-Alcoholic Events Officer - 
helping run/ come up with ideas for non-alcoholic events throughout 
the year. Ents Rep Coordinator - in charge of helping recruit, manage 
and update Entertainments Reps (who play smaller roles by helping at 
events, but only help when they can!). RAG (Raise and Give) Committee 
Coordinator - in charge of helping with all thing’s charity, raising 
money, facilitating charity events, and working with our charities.

GET INVOLVED

RUN FOR CLASS 
REP

USE THE FORM ON 
THE NEXT PAGE
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Name:

Student Number:

Mobile Number:

Course & Stage:

* You can only enter an election in your own course and year.
Any questions,  get in touch with Darryl  at campaigns@ucdsu.ie

or drop into us in the Old Student Centre!

Email :

Signed:                                          Date:

You must be nominated by at least 5 
students from your own course and year.

Please submit your nominations to UCDSU in the Student Centre before:

5PM ON 1ST OCTOBER 2021
15 16

NOMINATIONS OPEN 
13TH SEPTEMBER

NOMINATIONS CLOSE 
1ST OCTOBER @5PM

1. TEAR OUT THIS FORM
 Use this one or pick one up at our 
 reception in the Old Student Centre

2. GET SIGNATURES
 Ask 5 students from your class to give  
 you the thumbs up.

3. GET ELECTED
 Canvas your class and win more votes 
 than the competition.



You’ve had a good night so far- Cans were drank, blue ghosts may 
have been dropped, and bit of the aul’ mother ganja was inhaled. Now 
one of Templemore’s finest is standing in front of you in a hi-vis 
jacket, and you’re panicking – a bit. There’s probably a fierce hum 
of weed off you, He’ll definitely be smelling it; relax, paranoia is 
a dead giveaway. Here’s a few words of ‘wisdom’ about your rights 
when stopped by the shuckaloni:.

One of the first things to know about UCD is that it’s patrolled by 
clampers who see their job as a vocation. If you’ve a permit, you’re 
generally grand but we occasionally get emails from students who’ve 
been wrongly clamped.

Very few independent appeals are successful so if you get clamped 
for no reason, go through your Students’ Union. For those of you who 
want to take justice into your own hands, you can always try and 
take off the clamp by yourself; private clamping is a civil 
matter. 

There is no criminal law which applies to you if you remove the 
clamp unless you damage it or lose it. That’s classed as 
destruction of property or theft and you’ll be prosecuted for it.

So legally removing a clamp is impossible unless you’re 
completely sure of not damaging or losing it and being able to 
return it in person to the NCPS. Unless you’re 100% confident of your 
ability to do all that, then just appeal the clamping through us. 

If you do decide to remove it, make sure you contact them in advance 
to arrange returning the clamp undamaged.

1817

0.1 ASK QUESTIONS

You can only be stopped and searched if the officer has reason to 
suspect you of committing or being about to commit an offence. Ask 
what legislation it is they think you have broken or are about to 
break.

0.2 WHERE’S THE WARRANT

While your person and your vehicle can be searched if you were 
suspected of an offence under the Misuse of Drugs Act, a premises or 
dwelling can only be searched if the Garda has a warrant. Remember 
a dwelling includes the tent you’re staying in for the length of a 
festival. Demand that warrant!

0.3  KEEP IT ZIPPED 

You don’t have to give the officer your name and address if you don’t 
want to unless they believe you’re guilty of a specific offence. If 
they cannot name the law they are stopping you under, then you can 
exercise your right to just walk away.

0.4 DON’T GET CHEEKY

Being threatening, insulting, or abusive can be an offence in itself. 
Keep your head down, ask questions, and if possible, don’t give them 
a reason to suspect you in the first place.

THE LAW – HELPFUL DO’S 
AND DON’TS

AN GARDA SHUCKALONI

CLAMPING
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CENTRA

Haunted by residents of Merville nursing headaches from the cheap wine 
but a great place for the chicken fillet roll, burrito bowl is a bit steep 
though. It’s a good location for Sutherland and Quinn but a trek for 
everyone else; it can be more expensive than SU shops as their focus is 
profit whereas ours is value. Honestly! 

UCDSU SHOPS

You’ll find the SU shops underneath the library, in Eng and in the Sports 
Centre. They’re run by students with a focus on providing the best value 
and service for students, so you might see a few familiar faces in the 
staff t-shirts. We try to have as much diversity in our food options as 
possible and stock a variety of veggie, vegan and gluten free options. If 
you think we are missing something, let us know at su@ucdsu.ie. The only 
negative is we don’t take UCard. Each year we decide to give a portion 
of the shop’s profits to our chosen charities for the year – Empower the 
Family and Jigsaw. PS: The salad tubs, bin bags, coffee cups and cutlery 
you’ll find in SU Shops are all compostable; every penny of profit from 
the shops goes back into your Union so that we can help students like 
you with a whole host of services. We provide representation as well 
as educational and welfare support. Free buses to exams, stationery 
and study fuel. We campaign, lobby and protest issues affecting UCD 
students. We create volunteering opportunities and platforms to grow 
your skills, not to mention gigs, events and on-campus entertainment 
— so it’s money well spent.

THE CLUBHOUSE BAR 

Great if you need to get in a solid plate of soakage before a night out. 
You can even get a head start on the others by ordering a cheeky pint 
with it. It’s not all cheap but there’s a few good cheap options like 
chips and the portion sizes tend to be massive!

EATING 
OUT 
IN UCD

For those lucky who have been lucky enough 
to win the lottery - eating every day in 
UCD can be a tasty experience. However, for 
those of us who rely on pot noodles, homemade 
sandwiches and a lovely cup of unfiltered 
water, we would be lucky to score Subway 
or a lunch from Pulse once without taking 
out a fucking mortgage. That being said, 
the standard of food on campus is generally 
decent so grab your knife and fork and dig 
into that delicious SUSI Grant with this 

SUBWAY

The classic. €4 for a 6-inch and €6 for a footlong. Ye know the craic, 
tasty on most occasions but don’t make it a regular occurrence if you’re 
on the health buzz. Staff are generally friendly but the meatball mar-
inara is friendlier. 
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The local for science students as it’s on the ground floor of their build-
ing; it has a tasty and varied menu for breakfast, lunch and dinner. 
Really good hash browns at breakfast and they’ll usually have a veggie 
option, and prices are not bad. 

POOLSIDE CAFÉ 

Poolside is located - you guessed it - beside the swimming pool. Their 
lack of imagination, thankfully, shows on their menu, too. They focus 
on doing the simple things right, which means you can get some of the 
best hangover food here. Why not sweat the badness out in the sauna, then 
hit up Poolside for a ham and cheese toastie, or a beautifully greasy 
sausage roll? They also sell protein bars and protein shakes, for the 
gym bunnies among us. Can’t say we hold with that sort of thing, though. 

PI RESTAURANT 

PULSE 

One of the healthiest places for lunch is, of course, in Health Science, 
but also, one of the most expensive. Make your own salad or roll from 
fresh, varied ingredients but don’t buy a bottle of water or a snack, 
unless Mum and Dad are paying the rent. They give out their coffee grinds 
as fertilizer though and the staff are lovely!

1. Find the secret lake.
2. Drink cans at the secret lake.
3. Smoke a... rollie at the secret lake.
4. Run to be class rep.
5. Become an anarchist.
6. Go to a pre drinks in every res accommodation.
7. Go to a ball.
8. Get on UCD Confessions for being an absolute ride that drives 
 a Volkswagen Golf.
9. Join 5+ societies you’ll probably never go to a single meeting 
 for (the free stuff is worth the €2)
10. Go to an SU protest.
11. Fight for prime real-estate in the library during exam season.
12. Go on a tinder date in the Clubhouse.
13. Go looking for the underground tunnels and realise they’re 
 nowhere near as interesting as everyone says.
14. Channel your inner David Attenborough and become 
 the resident swan expert.
15. Fall asleep in a lecture.
16. Steal a traffic cone while drunk.
17. Sheepishly put it back the next day 
 after you may have caused a 
 serious accident.
18. Pull an all-nighter to finish an assignment 
 you were given 6 months ago and say you’ll 
 never do it again.
19. Proceed to do it again.
20. Lose your virginity.
21. Get an STI check.
22. Fail an exam... then send a panicked email 
 to education@ucdsu.ie
23. Take a poop in the basement of Newman 
 bathrooms.
24. Wake up in the morning with stamps from 
 nightclubs you’ve never heard of before.
25. Keep track of how many ducklings get eaten 
 from the main lake in the month of May and 
 mourn what could have been.
26. Bullshit your way through a tutorial.
27. Come in with a thick Cork accent, leave 
 with a D4 twang.
28. Fall in love - and out of it.
29. Get another STI check... or a 
 few more.
30. Graduate.

30 
THINGS 
TO DO 

IN UCD 
BEFORE 

YOU 
GRADUATE
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DUBLIN 
BUCKET LIST
1.The Adventure Rooms on Little Britain Street over on the Northside.

2. Leo Burdock’s for a chipper. We recommend the original on Werburgh

Street.

3. Dun Laoghaire to walk to pier and pick up a 99 at Teddy’s. Believe it or not,

they’re now doing vegan ice cream! Poolbeg lighthouse walk not to be missed also.

4. Croke Park for a match. Champo is nearly over for now but check it out once

the league starts up again in the Spring. As a student, you can get money back

at the gates when you show your UCard or, if you’re feeling cheeky, buy a kid’s

ticket for a fiver and pretend to be 15.

5. Check out one of the many SSE Airtricity League matches, women or men’s (March 

– July), an evening at Dalymount to watch Bohemians is not to be missed.

6. Bray to Greystones Cliff walk. DART will bring you right out with some

phenomenal views on a clear day. See also: Howth Head walks.

7. Killiney Hill, a doggos paradise – get glorious views and try your hand at 

rock climbing in nearby Dalkey Quarry. 

8. Phoenix Park to see the deer. Magnificent animals, but don’t feed them!

9. Walk along the Dodder – 5 mins from the UCD Clonskeagh entrance!

10. Glendalough: It doesn’t matter if ye’ve already been with school, this place

is a jewel in Wicklow and less than an hour away from Dublin.

11. People watch in Stephen’s Green.

12. Go swimming at the Forty Foot. Make sure you’ve plenty of warm clothes

for afterwards! Bonus points for checking out the lesser known Seapoint, 

Monkstown.

13. Get a free tour of the Dáil. Ring your local TD and they will be more than

happy to entertain a potential voter.

14. Catch a film at The Lighthouse Cinema – they let you bring in wine! An equally 

glorious establishment – the IFI (Irish Film Institute), watch a classic or engage 

with the next indie masterpiece.

15. Check out the seriously talented buskers in the heart of Temple Bar.

14. Attend UCDSU Freshers’ Ball, have the time of your life and an experience you 

won’t forget.

15. Get cultural and visit one of our three National Museums around the city for

free. The National Museum (Archaeology) on Kildare Street, The Natural History

Museum (aka the Dead Zoo) on Merrion Street Upper and The National Museum

(Decorative Arts & History) in Collins Barracks.

16. Get free audience tickets for an RTÉ show filmed up the road from UCD! Apply

Online: https://about.rte.ie/contact/audience-tickets/

17. Visit the National Library of Ireland. They’ve an unreal Yeats exhibition on 

for all

you scholars out there.

18. Disguise yourself as a Trinity student for the day and visit the Science Gallery

on Pearse Street.

19. Bargain with street vendors on Moore Street.

20. Go to Dublin Fringe Festival in September!

21. Walk around the GPO and find the bullet holes from the Rising.

22. Explore art and gardens and the Irish Museum of Modern Art.

23. Enjoy some drinks at the Barge – the grand canal an underrated gem of the Dub-

lin environs

24. Do a free walking tour of the city, relaxing but highly informative!

25. Check out the Temple Bar Farmer’s Market on a Saturday.

26. Visit the Tea Garden on the North Quays for some elaborate tea and shisha.

27. Make the trip out to the War Memorial Park to see the beautiful rose gardens,

but more importantly the beautiful doggos.
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